Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #7 – When will the kingdom come?


The question was on the apostles' minds at the Ascension. They asked Jesus, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 

They wanted to know if their narrow hopes of seeing Israel restored to its former glory were about to be realized through a military campaign led by a glorified Messiah. Acts chapter First marks the beginning of the end of their shortsighted misunderstanding about the nature of the kingdom. 

The kingdom of Christ was never intended to be a Hebrew state. In order to fulfill the Seed promise to Abraham, blessing would have to redound upon all nations, not just Israel (Genesis 12:3). The Seed was the Messiah (Galatians 3:16) who brought the gospel of grace to sinners of every nation who are willing to fear God and do what is right (Acts 10:34). 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the kingdom to come (Matthew 6:10) and even promised them that some of his generation would live to see it. “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power” (Mark 9:1) If the kingdom was not established in a reasonably short period of time, Jesus turned out to be a false prophet. 

In fact, to the dismay of modern Jews who are still waiting for the first coming of a Messiah whom they missed, the kingdom was established on the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles who preached Jesus to his persecutors and proclaimed that Christ was even then at the right hand of God, sitting upon the throne of David. According to Acts 2:29-33, David foresaw the coronation of Christ as his resurrection from the dead and glorious return to heaven. His soul was not left in hades, but arose and blazed the trail by which every man and woman can conquer death and hope for heaven. 

The kingdom of God is not a kingdom like this world is accustomed to seeing, but is spiritual in nature, mission and governance. People are conveyed into it when they obey the gospel (Colossians 1:13, Acts 2:38-47). The kingdom of God in this present time is synonymous with the church that Christ established, for its members are heaven's citizenry (Philippians 3:20). 

The terms kingdom and church are used interchangeably in Matthew 16:13-18 and our Savior is now referred to as King of kings, not crown prince in exile (First Timothy 6:15). The kingdom has come!
1. What were the apostles thinking when they asked Jesus about restoring the kingdom (Acts 1:6-8). To what event did Jesus direct them instead?
The apostles were continuing to look for a restoration of Israel by evicting the Gentiles from Palestine. Instead, Jesus told them to wait and see what would happen on Pentecost, when the true kingdom would be established.

2. In what ways did Jesus tie his ministry to the anticipation of a kingdom?
a. Matthew 4:23: He taught the gospel of the kingdom.
b. Matthew 6:10: He taught men to pray for the kingdom to come.
c. Matthew 13:44-50: He taught many parables with a kingdom theme.
d. Luke 16:16-17: People had been pressing into the kingdom.

3. Daniel prophesied that the kingdom would come during the reign of the third worldwide empire after Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian empire.  Complete the following chart after reading Daniel 2:31-46.

EMPIRE ORDER             BODY PART                     EMPIRE
           1                           Head of gold                      Babylon
           2                    Chest and arms of silver        Medo-Persia
           3                    Belly and thighs of bronze         Greece
           4              Legs of iron, feet of clay and iron      Rome


4. During which empire did Jesus live? What is true of Daniel if the kingdom did not come during this timeframe (Deuteronomy 18:20-22)?  What evidence shows this kingdom was not meant to be a Hebrew state?
Jesus lived during the Roman empire, but if he did not establish the kingdom during his lifetime, both he and Daniel are false prophets. God’s third promise to Abraham contained blessing for all nations in the culmination of time. Christ, as the Seed, brought this blessing to men of every culture.

5. Premillennialists suggest that a surprise Jewish rejection of Jesus delayed the establishment of the kingdom until the second coming. How does Matthew 16:21-28 destroy the concept that Christ’s death prevented the kingdom from coming?
Christ continued to teach the imminent coming of the kingdom, even after beginning to warn his followers of his impending execution. His death was part of the kingdom’s establishment, not an impediment to it.


6. Consider Acts 2:22-36. When and how did the kingdom come? What is Christ’s kingdom (Colossians 1:13, First Peter 2:9-10, Matthew 16:16-18)?
Jesus was elevated to the throne of David by his resurrection and ascension back into Heaven to sit at his father’s right side. The church of Jesus Christ is his kingdom.


7. How close will Jesus get to returning to the dust of Earth (First Thessalonians 4:13-18)?
He will return in the clouds to summon home the redeemed.
